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When Meteorologists See Red

Guided Reading

1. What is the “normal” change in long-term winter weather conditions during an El Nino episode?

2. Was the winter of ’98 warmer or colder than expected?

3. What explanation did the meteorologists at CPC have for this difference?

4. What happens to precipitation in the southwest U.S. during a normal La Nina?

5. What type of weather did forecasters predict for Texas and the southwest, based on the La Nina trend?

6. Were they right?

7. What’s overwhelming the la Nina trend, according to CPC meteorologists?

8. What do different countries use the forecasts issued by the IRI for?

9. Why don’t forecasters in Europe suffer from the same “problems” of accurately forecasting long-term trends as their US counterparts?

10. What may be a cause of the climate shifts seen in North America according to meteorologist Wayne Higgins?
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